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He Editorial 
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Two days before the start of the 1999 XXXX Editor - Tony Moran 
season, I began making enquiries about the new 
Eye on Soccer. It would be interesting to see the 
club squads for the year ahead, and all the 
latest news on the local league. 

So how disappointed I was to find out that the 
first one would not be available until after the 
opening round of fixtures. Surreptitious and “off 
the record” enquiries, led me to the unofficial 
response from The Editor ~ “there’s no news !” 
You're kidding, aren’t you ? 

Last month we printed a concise ~ very concise — 
breakdown on the latest news at the ten Premier 
League clubs. Surely, with all the player 
signings, the work being done at various clubs, 
and the coaches and players eager to get on with 
their season, there would have been someone, 
somewhere willing to give a comment or two. 


Assistant Editor - Paul Harley 


Contributors - Dave Marshall, 
"Stevo", Steve Cooper, Ewen 
Anderson, Sally Orpin. 


Photographer - Paul Harley . 
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Thanks To - Toowoomba United 
Raiders Soccer Club, Frank 
Farina, North Star Soccer Club 


Before I get too wound up about that, I’m going 
to count to ten, and tell you about the Sports 
Print web site. This season we are hoping to 
maintain the results and tables from all 
seventeen Brisbane competitions - from XXXX 
Premier to Amateur Division 6. These details will } 
be updated as soon as possible on a Monday 
morning. As this season gets underway we will 
have over 300 pages of information on the local 
game, and hope that with your input it can be a 
true reflection of the game in this state. Last 
week, the first of the semi-pro competitions, saw 
us get nearly a hundred hits in the first few days 
alone ! 


South Farr Wanderers are a fictitious football 
team, as are any characters associated with 


the club. 


|The deadline for the next issue is Friday, 
}26th March, 1999, and will be available 
Jat the Strikers home game against the 

| Gippsland Falcons on 10th April. 
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Added to that is the involvement of The Farr Post 
staff with the weekly soccer newspaper Inside 
Soccer. Sports Print will be writing match 
reports, articles and features about Queensland 
soccer regularly for Bruce Campbell down in 
New South Wales. This is a golden opportunity 
for local clubs to get their names mentioned to a 
wider audience. For so long too many people 
outside Queensland have complained that they 
can’t get information about the game up here - 
now is our chance. 
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Strikers 5 
Northern Spirit 1 
Saturday February 2nd 
Suncorp Stadium 
by Dave Marshall 
Well, it seemed much more like Lang 
Park than the Corpse of old. 
A promising start to the evening with 
a couple of pints at the Paddo - not 
all that well attended, BTW. Then a 
brief stroll down Caxton St to find an 
actual queue to get in the ground for the first 
time, | think, this season. 


From the very start it was obvious that the STRIKERS 
were "up" for this one, and they dominated the midfield 
and closed down in defence throughout the first half. A 
few minutes before half time, Harris drove one in from 
outside the box and Tullamarine deflected it in to gen- 
eral rejoicing. Soon after that a nice Spirit cross from 
the left cleared Bolton, who had another good game, 
and found Slater totally unmarked on the far post. Ei- 
ther due to poor skill or poor vision, instead of simply 
nodding it in, he headed back across the goal from lit- 
erally two metres out and the STRIKERS scrambled it 
away. This may weil have been a crucial point in the 
game, as it would have levelled the scores and, per- 
haps, changed attitudes on the park too. 


One nil at half time and, outside a crowded bar, wise 
old Crofty observed, to be honest, we didn't have the 
rewards we deserved at that point. So out of it were the 
much vaunted new super club from the Mexican capi- 
tal that we should have had a couple more - if only we 
could convert possession into goals. 


By 17 minutes into the second half it was 5 - 0! All good 
goals too. Zorro (the one without the mask) struck a 
pile driver along the carpet from outside the area, 
Laybutt another, the Mad Bull (who BTW, deserves that 
nickname less and less this year) beat 2 defenders and 
scored to chants of "Right foot, right foot!" and Des 
Hughes, admittedly with rather more space than a good 


he Farr Post is a fans magazine. Any opinions, there- 
fore, are those of the individual contributors, and do not 
ecessarily reflect the views of The Editor - but frequently 


le accept any articles and letters as long as they are 
ccompanied by a name and address and do not con- 
ain foul or abusive language. 


defence would allow, beautifully played one from ih, 
right side round Henderson from a sharp angle in{g 
the inside of the far side netting. 


The STRIKERS attacked in waves and absolutely 


sm.” , Shredded the Spirit defence time and again. | 


don't know if we were inspired or they 
x, a& hopeless as they looked. Right at the 
end Amie scored from just about the only 
error the STRIKERS made all night. Pos. 
sibly the youthful STRIKERS were fee|. 
ing sorry for the poor old bugger by then. It js 
a measure of the ineffectiveness of the Spirit's aj- 
tack that | honestly didn't realize he was on the park 
until he scored with 5 minutes to go. 


Naturally enough Robbie Slater was under close scru- 
tiny (1 have never been an admirer of his) and a coy. 
ple of rounds of "Your first touch is your weakest" were 
sung to him and (probably unfairly) "He's old, he's slow, 
he cost a lot of dough" had a brief airing too. 


The crowd was 5436 and we wondered if they were 
there because the STRIKERS are heading up the ta- 
ble into the top six, or if some of the aura of the fabled 
crowd attracting Spirit had seeped into the 
conciousness of the locals. In any case, | would hope 
that number, and more will be back next game. My 
friend Jim, quite seriously, felt the result was bad for 
football as heavy losses like that could damage crowd 
numbers at the Spirit's home games. | hope not, bul 
on their performance last night, they are welcome back 
here any time. 


After the party comes the 


hangover... 

Perth Glory 6 Strikers 0 
Sunday February 14th 

Perth Oval 

by Tony Moran 


The on-line internet up-date was a great idea. But the 
game could have been picked out a bit better. The firs! 
time | logged on we were already 2-0 down, and by the 
time I'd decided to log off, and start work on TFP29, 
we were 5-0 down, with only minutes to go. 


Believe it or not, Clint Bolton was reported to have 
been our best player. Apart from picking the ball out of 
the net six times, Clint had saved us on more than one 


Continued on page 5 
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occasion. Twice he pulled off great saves, only to see 
the Perth attack following up to bundle the ball into the 
net. 

Gwynnie received his second red card of the season, 


and will therefore miss two games. By the time you] ©29alj made a great save and the blue fans 


read this, he should be back, but we cannot afford to 
lose such an experienced defender at such a crucial 
time of the season. 

Zorro was also one of the better players from the stories 
that have filtered back to the Sports Print office, but he 


was to see red the following week (see below). 


Carlton 5 Strikers 2 
Sunday February 21st 
Optus Oval 

by Sally Orpin 


The Carlton - Brisbane game was a somewhat 
scrappy affair, with both sides losing players 
and leaking goals. Brisbane came out looking 
like a team wanting to forget their previous 
weeks drubbing. They pressured Carlton and 
used their size advantage well. 


Despite the Strikers early pressure Carlton 
went one up through Thompson after goal- 
keeper Clint Bolton had failed to hold a shot on 
the left from Carlton midfielder Lubo Lapsansky. 
However the play continued to be scrappy with 


_ Carlton's passing game breaking down regu- 


larly. 


Chris Zoricich was sent of following two yel- 
lows in about 2 minutes and from Lapsansky’s 
free-kick Thompson headed in at the near post. 
After this Carlton seemed to take their foot off 
the pedal and struggled to make their one man 
advantage count. Consequently before the first 
half was over the Strikers pulled one back 
through an unmarked Des Hughes who nod- 
ded the ball into the net from a free kick by 
Nick Meredith. 


The second half started in much the same vein 
with the Strikers pressuring Carlton. On the 
hour the decidedly dodgy ref blew for a decid- 
edly dodgy penalty for an alleged foul on Andy 
Harper, however the young Carlton keeper 


felt justice had been done. 


However shortly afterwards the Carlton defence 
went to sleep and the strikers levelled the game 
through Harris. Luckily for Carlton Archie 
Thompson was keen to impress the small but 
faithful home crowd and put the blues back in 
the lead 11 minutes from time. He then went 
on to cooly finish from a Moreira cross in the 
92nd minute to take his tally to four. 


The referee again got out his red card this time 
for Colosimo for a second bookable offence 
after he fouled Meredith five minutes from the 
end. However Stergiopoulos ensured that the 
day ended on a good note for the blues by scor- 
ing a magnificent goal deep in injury time. 


The 5-2 scoreline did not really accurately re- 
flect the balance of the game, Brisbane put on 
a good display but were undone by a stunning 
home debut from Archie Thompson who has 
already installed himself as the new Blues fa- 
vourite. 


(Sally edits the Carlton fanzine My Blue 
Heaven, see page 20 for fanzine review) 


Strikers 0 Melbourne Knights 0 
Saturday February 27th 

Suncorp Stadium 

by Dave Marshall 

| don't know how many were at the game fast 
night (either | missed the announcement or it 
wasn't made), but the number seemed down 
as you may expect from fickle fans respond- 
ing to eleven goals scored against us in the 
last two lost games and the threat of rain. 


| think the Knights are the poorest side I've 
seen this season (perhaps excluding the 
pseudo-Socceroos in the game which tossed 


continued on page 6 


us out of the Confed Cup); but the STRIK- 
ERS could only gain a single miserable point 
from them. It was a case of total frustration 
resulting from dominant posession with very 
little penetration. Others may correct me, but 
| think we did not get to their goal line once 
all night when it looked to have been rela- 
tively easy to do so. 


Our attack was always either directly up the 
middle or channelled into that area by wide 
men cutting in. Innumerable wasted "Farina" 
bails (lobs into the box at about 45 degrees) 
caused frustration levels to rise all around 
and, it must be said that Kasey W was one 
of the worst perpetrators - in fact he had a 
bad game all round; but not many had a good 
one. Clint had little to do other than pluck 
high crosses out of the air and stop one pow- 
erful drive just above his head. The defence 
never were seriously threatened by a Knights 
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team who looked as if they had been out the 
previous night celebrating the Viduka bonanza. 
The midfield was easily over-run by the STRIK- 
ERS and there it seemed to end. 


The first half stretched on interminably and | 
can't really remember any highlight of note. To 
their credit, the STRIKERS really went for 

the defenceless Knights in the second half with 
a nice wet breeze to help them, but all to no 
avail, though we did hit the woodwork three 
times, so could be counted a little unlucky. Ac- 
tually, Bolton was beaten by a long ranger which 
also hit the bar, so maybe the Knights were 
unlucky too. 


Top six chances fading fast! 
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Grand Final Replay! 


Remember May 25th, 1997? Of course you do! Anyone interested enough in 
football to buy this fanzine will no doubt know that was the greatest day ever in the 
history of the sport in this State. 

Like the chance to relive that glorious day? Well, now you can! The Queensland 
Independent Football Supporters Club are organising a special showing of a full 
replay of the game on a giant screen. Cheer on your heroes, sing along with the 
40,000 crowd, boo and hisssss at the baddies, and yell yourselves hoarse when the 
first goal goes in. 

Venue for this night of unashamed nostalgia and pride in being a Queenslander is 
the Brisbane City clubhouse at Spencer Park, Newbery Street, Newmarket, on 
Saturday 17th April, with a 7.00pm kick off. Admission is a mere $3.00, and the 
bar WILL be open! Looking forward to seeing you all there! 


Check out the Sports Print web site for further details closer to the time. 


Many thanks to Brisbane City Soccer Club for 
the kind use of their facilities! 
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N.S.L, The Socceroos, and the future. 


Talking about the NSL in general, we’ve got teams like 
the Northern Spirit and Perth Glory drawing 13 and 17 
thousand crowds as non-ethnically aligned clubs, do you 
see a bright future for the national league ? 

Well let me just stop you there! Let’s not talk about this “eth- 
nically aligned” crap. We’ ve got both the Glory and the Spirit 
coming up and saying that they’re not aligned to any ethnic 
background. What a load of rubbish. The supporters who go 
and support both these teams are British immigrants. So are 
you saying that the British are more Aussie than Greeks or 
Italians ? No disrespect to you, Tony (laughs) I’ve been called 
a wog long enough .. . 

But [’ve copped enough abuse from those types of fans, and 
| can pick accents, and there’s a huge percentage of British 
migrants supporting those teams. So if you can call them 
“non-ethnically aligned”, then I’m an astronaut. 

But in response to your question, I think that it’s great that 
we can attract these numbers of people to games, and let’s 
face it we may all come from different ethnic backgrounds, 
but when you see crowds like that it augurs well for the game 
doesn’t it ? 

At the end of the day, Perth are definitely not a flash in the 
pan. With Northern Spirit, we’ll just have to see. 


So do you sce a bright future for the national league, 
here ? 

Yeah, if we can stop losing all our players. Our biggest prob- 
lem is losing quality players overseas. The bottom line is if 
we can offer our players more money. We need a couple of 
big sponsors, and if we can offer our players more money 
they might stay a bit longer. Then the standard improves, 
and it’s a vicious circle from there. But if you pay them pea- 
nuts they'll go and look for their caviar elsewhere, and you 
can’t blame them. The ones that stay will be the ones that 
can’t get the contracts overseas. If we do get an Auckland 
team in, and we carry on going the way that we have in the 
last two or three years then there is a bright future. But I 
don’t think that full time football is the answer for every 
team. However, the more teams that do go that way, then the 
better the standard of football will become in the national 
competition. 


Lets talk about the Socceroos .. . you’ve made it clear 
that you wouldn’t mind the Socceroos job at some point. 
Do you have a timeframe for that ? Do you think that 
you could do it now ? 


otballer in a 


Last month we printed the first part of an interview with ex-Strikers player/coach Frank Farina, which took 
place on Christinas Eve at Club Marconi. This month we conclude that interview, with Frank talking about the 
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other life 


Yeah, I've said that in the past and I would fove to do it. As 
for a timeframe, | don’t really have one. But | could be 
coaching here and doing well, but in two years time | could 
be making all the mistakes in the world, You never stop 
learning, and you never become perfect at what you do 
Some people may win championships when they’re very 
young, but when they’re fifty couldn’t do it to save their 
lives. But | think that if you’re good enough, then you're 
ready, and age shouldn’t come into it. In the same way that 
players should be given the opportunity no matter how old, 
then coaches should also be given the opportunity if you're 
better than the rest around you. So, there’s no timeframe, 
but if I’m ever given the chance then I'd love to do it, and 
if | fell flat on my face then | wouldn’t be the first. And if 
we didn't qualify for the World Cup then I wouidn’t be the 
first to do that either. 


So where do the Socceroos go now, after losing to Iran 
at the MCG, and more recently to the Kiwis in Bris- 
bane ? 

We’ve moved back now into playing in the South Ameri- 
can World Cup qualifying group, so that is where we need 
to start looking over the next couple of years. But more 
importantly we need to concentrate on the Olympic team 
at the moment, and make sure that the 2000 Olympics foot- 
ball tournament is successful for us. Let’s face it those 
Olyroos will be the nucleus of our World Cup squad for 
the 2002 World Cup qualifiers. We need to throw every- 
thing in to that. 


So who are some of the stars of tomorrow ? 

My personal favourite is Kasey Wehrman. I saw him over 
the time that I was in Brisbane come through the ranks and 
is probably one of the best in the national league ai the 
moment. He’s nowhere near the finished article yet, he’s 
still got a lot to learn, but I think that he will be one of the 
stars of the 2000 Olympics. Bresciano from Carlton, is an- 
other that [ rate very highly. I was very impressed with 
Nick Rizzo, when I saw him, Even someone like your owt 
big Steve Laybutt, who I believe has the potential to go on 
and become a great Centre-Half, if he could sort out a few 
things in his game. He has to set himself a goal, and be 
hungry to achieve that goal. I have a lot of time for him. 
Jason Culina is another that I rate very highly. Brett Emerton 
has the potential to be another great player. He seems a bil 
wayward at the moment. | would imagine that Mark 
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Bosnich might find himself in an Olyroo shirt come the 
2000 Olympics, as one of the over-age players. 


What about some of the young lads at the Strikers and 
the QAS, for example, Jade North and Wayne Srhoj ? 
Young Wayne Srhoj made his debut under me last season 
in Brisbane. He came off the bench in Adelaide, and there 
was an enormous potential that I spotted then, and that’s 
why I brought him in. He came from Gary Phillips recom- 
mendation. Young Jade North I hadn’t seen enough of. 


Obscure Frankie Stats 


OzSoccer fan, and self-made statistician 
Andrew Howe has dug up some obscure 


statistics on Frankie... 


Last week we spoke on the phone after I’d sent you a 
copy of TFP. What do you think of the standard of foot- 
ball journalism in Australia compared to overseas ? 
Well, I'm going to be totally honest with you Tony. Ini- 
tially when you first brought out your magazine, I thought 
that you were an angry young man, and everything was 
negative - and | hope you print that. It seemed to be anti- 
Strikers, and that’s the beauty of our country - everybody 
is entitled to their opinion. I’ve got to thank you for send- 
ing it because | don’t really have much contact with Queens- 
land anymore, and it does keep me in touch, apart from 
ringing old friends up there. TFP does give me more of a 
general view on what things are happening, and again, I 
thank you for it. 

Unfortunately we all know the problems with Australian 
soccer, but journalists don’t always print the full story. If 
soccer was the number one sport here, then we'd see more 
controversial articles, I’m sure. But we really can’t com- 
plain at the moment. The game needs to get its own house 
in order before we complain about the lack of printed ma- 
terial about it. 


FRANK FARINA - 102 A-LEAGUE GOALS 


Won two championships (1988 with Marconi 
and 1996/97 with Brisbane Strikers) 


NSL debut: for Canberra City, v Adelaide 
City, 13 March 1983 (Scoring his first N.S.L. 
goal) 


Scored his 50th goal in his 97th appearance 
(for Marconi, v Sydney United, 11 January 
1987) 


Scored his 100th goal in his 169th appear- 
ance (for Brisbane Strikers, v Canberra, 5 
April 1997) 


Quickest goal: for Marconi, v Heidelberg, first 
minute (9 August 1987) 


Finally, what does the future hold for you ? Its Christ- 
mas Eve, how will you be spending the day tomorrow ? 
Long term, I’ll probably die of a heart attack - this coach- 
ing job is killing me (laughs) especially if we carry on eat- 
ing this good food and drinking this good wine. 
Seriously though we'll be going over to Graham Amolds 
house. We've got five kids between us, so no doubt they’il 
cause havoc. He lives on a golf course, so we'll maybe 
have nine holes and a game of tennis. 


Longest run of goals in consecutive games: 3 
games (6 times) - for: 

Marconi (1987) 19 April - 3 May 1987. 
Marconi (1987-88) 27 September 1997 - 30 
January 1988 

Marconi (1988) 13 February - 10 April 1988 
Marconi (1988) 1 - 15 May 1988) 

Brisbane Strikers (1995/96) 4 - 24 November 
1995 

Brisbane Strikers (1995/96-96/97) 11 May - 
25 October 1996) 


And where do you plan to be in 10 years time ? 

I don’t know, mate. If you’d have asked me that ten years 
ago I wouldn’t have said at Club Marconi having a glass of 
wine and shouting you a free lunch (laughs). I don’t know. 
I'd love to be coaching the Socceroos and heading towards 
the World Cup. 


Longest run of no goals in consecutive 
games: 11 games - for: Canberra City (9 
games: 8 July - 7 October 1984) then moved 
to Sydney City (2 games: 10 - 17 March 
| 1985) (More over page) _| 


Stop Press - Frankie has sorted out his playing con- 
tract wrangle with the Strikers and is talking about 
coming out of retirement to help the injury struck 
Marconi. 
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ks Farinas National Soccer League career 
stats provided by Andrew Howe 


By season 

Games Goals Aggregate 
Season Team Games Goals Pens Headed Scoredin perGame Audience 
1983 Canberra City 19 7 0 2 6 0.37 31,629 
1984 Canberra City 22 8 0 1 6 0.36 35,873 
1985 Sydney City 21 12 0 2 7 0.57 57,733 
1986 Sydney City 22 9 0 2 6 0.41 §3,377 
1987 Marconi 23 16 2 4 12 0.70 71,873 
1988 Marconi 24 17 1 1 13 0.71 90,044 
1995/96 Brisbane Strikers 30 20 1 3 13 0.67 124,262 
1996/97 Brisbane Strikers 25 12 2 3 10 0.48 178,783 
1997/98 Brisbane Strikers 18 1 0 0 4 0.06 82,929 
By club 
Canberra City 41 15 0 3 12 0.37 67,502 
Sydney City 43 21 0 4 13 0.49 411,110 
Marconi 47 33 3 5 25 0.70 161,917 
Brisbane Strikers 73 33 3 6 24 0.45 382,974 
Total 204 102 6 18 74 0.5 723,503 


Soccer Prog rammes For Sale 


They’re part of the game! That all important programme that you buy before the game starts 


and then toss in the corner when you get home. What happens to them? Do you collect them? 


Available Now! 


Australia’s largest Soccer Programme Catalogue featuring over 6,000 different programmes 
from over 350 clubs and 30 countries covering Internationals, Finals, Testimonials, League 
and Cup Games. Big Games, Friendlies, Recent Programmes and some that are nearly 50 
years old. Also available are a wide range of fanzines, magazines and books. 
Something for everyone. 

Catalogue No. 10 Out Now!. For your free copy, send a self addressed envelope and a $1.00 
stamp to Ewen Anderson, PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills, QLD 4161. 


Why Not start a collection now - It’s a great hobby! 
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The Last Great Bastion 


A few years ago a female sports reporter in America (where else ?) was refused access to the players 
locker room after a game of Gridiron. Crying “sexism” she finally won her case, and was allowed in 
to conduct post-match interviews ete. In the Shire of Farr, there is no such thing as sexism — only 
because there are no female sports reporters. So when ace reporter Reuban McDuck attempted to 
gain access to the dressing rooms after the recent pre-season friendly against Waddapong, and was 
refused, he asked on what grounds. The answer stank of “Dickheadism” ! 

The players, therefore, see their dressing room as that last great bastion of comraderie. It’s where the 
bonding takes place at training sessions during the week, and winds down after the final whistle on 
a Saturday afternoon. Nowadays to escape the glare of the media, they tend to spend more time than 
ever in there. The third half ! 

So as administrators, sponsors, media reps, wives and girlfriends all hang around for up to an hour 
after the game, waiting for the gladiators to reappear as mere civilians once more, what do they get 
up to in those rooms ? 

A carton of stubbies, discretely smuggled into the sheds after the game, begins to slake the thirst 
afier 90 minutes of hard slog. This helps to loosen tongues, and wash away the red dirt from the 
throats of the combatants, The talk centres around the game that has just been played out — tackles 
made, shots saved, and — of course — goals scored. 

“What about that shot of mine, that just scraped the top of the crossbar ?” 

“Yeah, you mean the one that nearly hit the corner flag !” 

Chuckle, chuckle. 

“... And that tackle I put in on that speedy winger. . .” 

“Oh, yeah ... where he nutmegged you, and went on to score their equaliser...” 

More giggles. 

Tales of sporting bravado, are interspersed with practical jokes, and restrained mickey-taking. 

“Oh ... who's spilled XXXX in my boxers ?” as a naked player looks for his jocks, standing on the 
benches. 

A cacophony of laughter at the unfortunate party .. . 

“Which of you lot has tied the sleeves of my shirt together ?” as another player tries to get dressed 
after their shower. 

More laughter. 

And from the shower, the coach is heard to shout . . . 

“Any of you lot go near my bag, and you’re doing laps all night on Tuesday !!!” 

Muffled laughter as the dressing room hastily empties, amid the noise of empty stubbies being 
knocked over, and the door slamming shut. 

It’s only then that McDuck is allowed in, notebook in hand, tape-recorder at the ready. 

“Ahh ... Coach... can I get a comment on the game today, please ?” 

“Ohhh . . . bloody hell . . . who let you in, McDuck ?” comes the reply, as the coach walks to his 
bag, wrapping his towel around him, and dripping all over the pile of dirty, sweaty shirts left 
steaming in the middle of the room. 

“Were you happy with the 5-1 victory ?” 

“Just for a change you decide to ask another bloody stupid question,” replies the coach, before 
exploding in a rage, “.. . and if] find the idiot who put my socks in that bucket of iced-water, I’ll 
bloody kill them.” 
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The Wild Rover 


by “Stevo" 


“,.. And it's no, nae, never, 
Will | play the wild rover, 

no, never, no more..." 

An olde English ditty 

(quite familiar to Burnley fans) 


Recent revelations that English Premier League club Blackburn Rovers is being courted by the Brisbane Strikers are the 
latest in a growing list of reports linking Australian NSL clubs with British clubs. West Ham United, having already 
acquired an interest in Western Australian club Kingsway Olympic, is rumoured to be part of a consortium which is 
bidding to field a team in next season’s Ericsson Cup. Northern Spirit, of course, is majority-owned by Crystal Palace 


A look at factors operating at either end of the world shows the coming together of Australian and British soccer clubs 
to be almost inevitable. In England, for example, there has been a massive explosion in the financial capacity of Premier 
League clubs. Fuelled by unprecedented television deals, all-pervasive merchandising and successful public listings, 
English clubs have launched an astonishing spending spree on foreign talent, firstly to acquire an edge in the Premier 
League and Euro competitions but lately, it must be suspected, merely to remain competitive and ensure survival in the 
top flight. 


The pressure to find more and more money for soaring transfer fees and the wages bills of the post-Bosman era has 
caused some British clubs to look for new ways to secure the talent necessary to succeed on the pitch. Increasingly, they 
are looking beyond the traditional, and expensive, confines of Europe and South America towards Africa, Asia and even 
Oceania. Given the recent success in England of players such as Mark Bosnich and Harry Kewell, the obvious place to 
look in Oceania is Australia. However, rather than simply buying the talent, someone has hit upon the idea of buying 
“feeder” clubs. After all, you could buy an Australian club with half of Alan Shearer’s salary! 


In much the same way as a trickle of foreign players into Britain soon turned into a flood, it is likely that today’s 
embryonic investnent in Australian soccer clubs will tum into Tomorrow’s Big Thing with startling rapidity, as British 
{and indeed Continental) clubs move to ensure their opponents don’t steal a march on them with this new idea. 


Back in Australia, the National Soccer League has been taking laboured, but steady, steps towards growth. It is now 
seriously pursuing the one thing that most players, coaches and administrators agree will contribute most towards 
getting the game the recognition it needs and deserves in this country - professionalism. 


In his recently-released book “My World is Round” Frank Farina, who has a first-hand insight into what motivates our 
overseas professionals, estimated that a fully professional NSL which could offer its best players around $100,000 per 
season would lure back to Australia about 30% of our players who are currently overseas. If he is right this means that 
approximately 30 of the 100 or so Aussie players at overseas clubs would return, at an average of about two per NSL 
team. Presumably, also, the player drain would diminish as some of our better young players elect to stay here to eam a 
living rather than going overseas. These factors, so the theory goes, would combine to improve the standard and 
marketability of the NSL. 


However, only about half of the current NSL clubs seem able to raise the cash to offer our best players this kind of wage, 
This obviously places those clubs in the best positions to secure the services of the best home-based players or those 
overseas players who could be attracted back to Australia. This, in turn, threatens to create a huge imbalance in the 
playing standards of NSL clubs, as the clubs which can’t offer a competitive professional salary get left by the wayside. 


The pressures on the have-not clubs to find the cash to compete with the Perth Glories and Northem Spirits of this world 
must be becoming enormous. Some clubs, like the Brisbane Strikers, are facing a dual challenge from existing, better- 
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funded NSL clubs and from those clubs, or consortia, currently outside of the NSL which aspire to become a part of it. 
It is in this environment that the prospect of getting your hands on the cash which might be available through involve- 
ment with a British or Continental club (let’s call them “overseas” clubs for now) must be incredibly enticing. 


So on the one hand we have driven, cashed-up overseas clubs looking for ground-floor talent development opportuni- 
ties in soccer outposts, and on the other we have ambitious or desperate Australian clubs looking for the cash to 
finance a fully professional participation in the NSL. The result could well be lust at first sight. 


However, for us in Australia, involvement with overseas clubs brings with it not only opportunities but also potential 
for disaster. Let’s face it, overseas clubs are not interested in us in order to develop the NSL. Their prime, and possibly 
only, interest is in getting long-term access to our talent at minimal cost. And, on recent indications, once they get their 
hands on our young talent it will be very difficult for us to get it back. 


National youth coach Les Scheinflug recently summed up this danger in “Inside Soccer” when he said “It hurts me to 
know that they (English clubs) are dangling temptation in front of our youngsters and in the next few years we could 
have more than 100 juniors overseas, They don’t want them to play for Australia, they don’t want them to go back 
home for internationals, they want them on the cheap...The English clubs investing here are not doing it to help 
Australian soccer but to make sure they get the best youngsters”. 


One factor which must be considered is the likely effect of this on Australia’s proven youth development structure - the 
system which is responsible for attracting overseas interest in the first place. If we allow overseas clubs to take our best 
talent before it gets to the AIS then the system of graduation from the AIS to the Joeys through to the Olyroos and 
beyond will be ruptured. If the soccer program at the AIS is starved of the best talent and no longer benefits Australian 
soccer, the need to fund both it and the regional talent identification and development schemes which feed it is bound 
to be questioned. The whole system could begin to collapse. 


There are other possible pitfalls. For instance, Australian clubs must be careful they don’t lose their decision-making 
autonomy if overseas clubs take up majority ownership. There is potential for key decisions affecting the livelihoods 
of Australian clubs to be made in London or some equally distant place. Even if Australian clubs have autonomy in 
name, any implied threat of a tightening of the purse strings in London might have a very strong influence on how 
decisions are made here. 


Australian clubs also need to be sure that they don’t become vulnerable if and when things “go bad” for their overseas 
partners in their own domestic leagues. For example, should the overseas partner suffer relegation, or worse, face 
financial problems or ruin, what would the effect be on the Australian partner? You can bet London to a brick that as 
soon as head office feels threatened, one of its first impulses will be to look to its branch offices for solutions, which 
could range from pruning to outright closure or sell-off. We need to build in some insulation from this type of 
occurrence. 


The warning signs for this scenario are already apparent. In January it transpired that Mark Goldberg, the financial 
force behind Crystal Palace and Northern Spirit, was experiencing money problems at Palace. When the Sydney 
Morning Herald went sniffing around Spirit headquarters about possible repercussions for the Sydney club it was told 
by Spirit chairman Remo Nogarotto that Goldberg “has given me a rolled pold assurance that his problems in the UK 
won't affect his investment in this club”. 


How comforting! Surely the time for “rolled gold” assurances is at the outset of the joint venture, in writing and before 
you sign on the dotted line. A belated verbal assurance is not particularly convincing when it comes from an identity 
immersed in the football culture of England, in which loyalty is almost extinct. It can sound ominously like the kiss of 
death. 
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“The Wild Rover" 
Continued from page 13 


It is hard to escape the conclusion that Australia’s po- 
sition when dealing with overseas clubs will be only as 
strong as the weakest link in our chain. If any one club 
or consortium accepts a poor deal for short-term ends, 
this will weaken the bargaining position of all other 
clubs, And make no mistake, overseas clubs will play 
hardball - soccer is big business to them, and they will 
play by big business rules. It won’t be easy for our 
clubs to get want they want out of the relationship. 


In this regard, comments offered by Blackburn’s rep- 
resentative, Bobby Downes, seem ominous. Having 
watched the Strikers demolish Northern Spirit, and af- 
ter checking out Queensland’s coaching structure, he 
departed with the following words to the Sunday Mail: 


“The standard of the senior national league is some- 
where between the (non-league) conference and the 
(English) Third Division.....1’d hope we could do some- 
thing, such as a coaching exchange and maybe one, 
two or three players going over to Blackburn”. There 
is, of course, an inherent contradiction in his words. 
First, he tells us the NSL is rubbish, but then holds out 
the prospect of taking to Blackburn three of the play- 
ers who are delivering this alleged rubbish. It all sounds 
suspiciously like talking down the value of a product 
in order to acquire it for a song. 


The worrying thing is that our clubs seem to be going 
about things “one-out”, without looking at the big pic- 
ture for Australian soccer. Surely there is a clear need 
for Soccer Australia, the NSL clubs and the State bod- 
ies to get together very soon to thrash out a united ap- 
proach on involvement with overseas clubs, and to de- 
vise a minimum set of conditions to apply when they 
come knocking on our doors. If Australian soccer clubs 
continue to deal with overseas clubs without reference 
to any non-negotiable minimum requirements, we will 
simply be divided and conquered. 


The bottom line for Australian soccer is that if it can’t 
get what it needs out of the relationship, it shouldn’t 
get involved. Soccer Australia should take the lead, 
before it’s too late, to ensure that Australian soccer does 
get what it wants. 


In The Cit 


You can now get The Farr Post in the city. GPO 
News in GPO Lane (running down the side of the 
Central Post Office, joining Queen and Elizabeth 
Streets) carries one of Australia's largest ranges 
of newspapers, and magazines. 


As well as TFP, you can also get a wide and 
varied selection of soccer publications - includ- 
ing Inside Soccer, for which TFP is contributing 
each week. There is also British Soccer Weekly, 
and Australian and British Soccer Weekly. 


They also have a wide range of monthly soccer 
publications, including the English fanzine When 
Saturday Comes - I’d certainly recommend that 
if you want a good laugh, and some interesting 
reading material all rolled into one. 

Also on the shelves are World Soccer, Soccer 
International, and a number of English Premier 
League yearbooks. Liverpool, Manchester United 
and Arsenal have all been seen there in recent 
weeks. 


Manager Bob Dean is keen to get feedback from 
any football supporters eager to get their hands 
on the latest publications from Europe. So if you 
want something urgently, he’s more than happy to 
get it sent over by air-freight. Otherwise, just go 
in for a browse - your lunch hour will certainly 
disappear. 


GPO News 
GPO Lane, Queen Street 


The City 
Tel 3229 2888 or 3229 1581 
Fax 3229 3917 
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BOOK REVIEW by Paul Harley 


"Black Diamonds and the Blue 
Brazil" (by Ronald Ferguson) 


As an East Stirlingshire supporter, I have reason to 
be thankful for Cowdenbeath F.C. If not for them, 
then my own favourites would be the worst supported 
team in British senior football. In the 1997-98 sea- 
son, a total of 4,092 people attended their 18 home 
league games, an average of 227. 

Even when they were in the First Division in 1992- 
93, they frequently played to the lowest senior at- 
tendances in the country. Crowds of less than 500 
people were common; the lowest attendance of 213 
only a few dozen above the lowest ever recorded for 
that division. 

However, it wasn’t always thus, as “Black Diamonds 
and the Blue Brazil” will tell you. There was a time 
when Cowdenbeath finished 5" in the old Scottish 
First Division, only two points and one place behind 
the mighty Celtic. When they played in front of full 
houses, 20,000+, at their Central Park ground on a 
regular basis. When they defeated the all-powerful 
Rangers 3-2 in a League Cup tie at Ibrox Stadium. 
When they were one of the first pioneering clubs to 
play in Europe, long before the dream of regular com- 
petition became a reality. 

But this isn’t just a book about football it's a history 
of Cowdenbeath - the town. Although, according to 
the author’s preface, it’s about the 1992-93 season 
spent in the First Division, there’s more to it than 
that. As the sub-title puts it, it’s “A Chronicle of Coal, 
Cowdenbeath and Football”. 

The town is founded on coal, the “black diamonds” 
of the title, and the football club also owes its exist- 
ence in large part to the local mines. The fortunes of 
all three are inextricably linked, most of the money 
used to establish and support the town and the club 
being earned underground. It was common for play- 
ers to complete a hard mornings shift in the mines, 
returning to the surface to take part in the game in 
the afternoon, and many of the off-field staff and di- 
rectors also worked in the mines. Naturally, the team’s 
supporters were also predominantly miners. With the 
mines now closed, the town and team struggle, as 
evidenced by their recent lowly league position and 
attendances, 
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‘The history of the town and surrounding area is gone 
into in some detail. It delves frequently into local 
politics, inevitably Labour, and the potential for 
confrontation (often realised) between the working 
class population, the profit driven mine manage- 
ment, and the ruling Conservative governments. As 
the author is a Church of Scotland minister, reli- 
gion comes in for its fair share of treatment, although 
never in a pious way. Born, raised and educated in 
Cowdenbeath, he obviously cares very much for his 
subject. This is clear from the emotions shown as 
he recotlects incidents from his earlier life there. 
However, he stops short of sentimentality-there are 
no misguided references to “the good old days”, as 
they clearly weren’t. Times were tough; adversity, 
indeed tragedy, were never far away in the life of a 
mining community. 


On a lighter note, humour is never far away either 
in the pages of this book. You’ll find out the amaz- 
ing links between “The Blue Brazil” and the real 
thing. Like-Brazil used to have a rain forest: 
Cowdenbeath used to have a Gordon Forrest (an 
ex-player). Or from the list of “36 things never said 
at Central Park”, printed in The Blue Brazilian 
fanzine, one that I can certainly agree with; “The 
kick-off was delayed for five minutes to let the trav- 
elling East Stirling support into the ground”, Plus, 
you'll find out how one of the greatest characters 
Scottish football has ever produced, also born in 
Cowdenbeath, had to practically beg for time off 
from his shift in the mines, to take advantage of his 
first opportunity in senior football. And if you want 
to know how the nickname, “The Blue Brazil” came 
about....well, no, I won’t spoil it for you, you'll 
have to read the book and find out for yourself. 
Summing up, then, a great read, and one that I would 
heartily recommend, particularly to supporters of 
those clubs who face a continuing battle against ever 
increasing odds merely to remain in existence. How- 
ever, you don’t have to be interested in football-or 
coal, Cowdenbeath, politics, history or religion, to 
enjoy this book. I’d challenge anyone to read it and 
not find something they can relate to. 
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A TFP special report by Paul Harley 


XXXX League football recently returned to Toowoomba after a three year 
absence, when the Raiders were elected to replace Beenleigh. TFP’s rov- 
ing reporter, Paul Harley, headed for the hills to take in their opening 
fixture against Ipswich Knights, and to speak to some of the people in- 
volved in the club’s success. 


A short history lesson. 

When Willowburn were relegated from the XXXX League at the end of the 
1995 season, it made many people in Toowoomba football circles stop and think. 
It had taken much blood, sweat and tears for a Toowoomba club to finally make 
it into the premier Queensland competition. Willowburn and St. Albans had 
spent many a long year in the old 2™ Division, with the former coming close on 
a number of occasions to making the coveted step up. At last they did, pro- 
moted as champions at the end of the 1993 season. 

They held their own in their first season in the higher grade, finishing in 7th 
position. However, 1995 saw them finish bottom, with only two wins and three 
draws to show for 22 games. A measly 21 goals were scored while 61 went in at 
the other end. 


Talk of amalgamation immediately re-surfaced. It had long been 
argued that this was the only way for a Toowoomba team to be 
competitive at the highest level in Queensland. The talent was there 
in abundance but spread too thinly while two clubs competed 
against each other. However, for every proponent of a merger, there 
was at least one opponent, arguing for the history and tradition of 
the clubs and their right to a separate identity. Willowburn’s pro- 
motion was seen as proof that no changes were required, and the 
topic went on the back burner for the two years they stayed in 
XXXX League. With their relegation, it was back on the agenda 
with a vengeance. 


toutha 


In 1996, ex-Morwell Falcons coach Harry Bingham was appointed Regional 
Director of Coaching for South West Queensland. He, too, recognised the ad- 
vantages of pooling the available resources. And now was the ideal time, with 
the QSF about to re-structure the league set-up. A single, combined team repre- 
sented the best chance of meeting the criteria for admission into the new XXXX 
Premier League, and with the best of available local talent, were also more 
likely to be competitive on the field. 


A "united" club. 

With some prompting from Bingham, a meeting of local representatives was 
organised to discuss the idea of a “united” Toowoomba team. St. Albans and 
Willowburn generously agreed to relinquish their 2% division status, and 
Toowoomba United were born. The QSF duly approved the entry of the club 
into the newly formed Semi Professional Division 1 (South). 


With a Viking emblem, and adopting the nickname of the Raiders, the club 
lived up to its billing by plundering points, sinking the opposition without trace, 
and sailing off with the Minor Premiership. However, after losing only two 
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from 16 in the regular season (1 was ACtiially gle line in one- 
but it wasn’t my fault-honest!), they los; bo pilay-off games 
to miss out on the Grand Final. The Tesery glade made the 
play-offs but also failed to reach the Grayq pj), while youth 
grade missed the play-offs by three pojqjg y encouraging 
start, prompting the club to apply for the ¢wing season’s 
XXXX Premier League. However the appli ga Was unsuc- 
cessful, partly on financial grounds, partly git to insufficient player depth, in 
particular lack of a junior base. 


Last season was even better; a clean SWeep offle Premierships at afl three grades, 
with the senior team finishing a massive |7 pails clear of second placed Rocklea. 
All three then qualified for their respective Gd Finals, with reserve grade going 
down 4-1 to Souths, and the other (wo feanywmpleting the double. By now, it 
was obvious that Toowoomba had outgroyypte semi-pro competition, and an- 
other application was made for XXXX Ppeyit League admission. Hopes were 
high-surely this time, they’d gain the place eysone at the club felt they deserved? 
They did-but only via the back door, Beenlajannounced they could not afford 
to continue at the top level (see story T/'P2§) pi Toowoomba were elected ahead 
of Eastern Suburbs to take their place. 


Destination - Gold Park, Togywmba. 

So it was that on Sunday, 21" Fejsary, with compass, road map and 
packed lunch at the ready, | headjivest along the Warrego Highway. 
_ Destination-Gold Park, Toowoonhi, for the Raiders inaugural XXXX 
’ elash with the Ipswich Knights, lings against Knights-promised to 


L be quite a battle. If only I'd know... 


U Club 


I'd never met Harry Bingham bel, but as soon as he spoke, { real- 

_ ised he must know a lot about game. It was his Scottish accent 

that did it.... He told me a bit aut the background to the current 

set-up, such as how a new footbalub ended up playing on a Rugby 

Union ground. “Willowburn and St. Albans we both at a bit of a low ebb. Fi- 
nances weren’t good, some of their facilities wethecoming outdated-and, of course, 
the talent was spread too thinly. Both clubs weable to continue much as before, 
only now they’re playing in the local competil rather than QSF. That meant we 
were looking for a neutral venue, to avoid ajpossible charges of favouritism, 
with decent facilities, playing surface, shelteriithe fans, that sort of thing. At the 
time, the rugby club was also on a bit of a dier, so we approached them, The 
practical help we could offer helped overcome traditional aspect, of not want- 
ing to see another sport played on their grounijand we’ve both felt the benefits.” 


In his role as RDOC, he has a lot of gound|icover. The South West region is 
bounded by Roma in the west, Gatton inthe e® Kingaroy to the north, Warwick 
and Stanthorpe to the south. There are 2,60Cwistered junior players in the re- 
gion, with 2,000 of them in Toowoomba. A Yih development program is under 
way, with 140 players aged 11-19 from all thihcal clubs. “The intention is that 
they work their way up through the South Weslone system, with some eventually 
making it into the Raiders, maybe via yoully reserve grade, So far, the club 
hasn’t bought from outside the region. They Wal local players, and even now in 


Be Be 
a4 cr y ‘] atts the XXXX League, they’re not be- 
: ‘ 4 i ; ing paid for playing”. 
- ® 


There is also a local representative 
team, mainly comprising Raiders’ 
players but with a few of the best 
from the local clubs, Even before 
XXXX football made its debut, there had already been a number of prestigious 
visitors to Gold Park. Strikers have played there twice, being held to a 1-1 draw 
in the first game, while fellow NSL club, Melbourne Knights, struggled to a 
narrow 2-1 victory. The Auckland provincial side provided an international fla- 
vour, prior to the Muldoon Cup game against Queensland last May, and the 
locals recorded a commendable 3-3 draw. 


WE COME To 
CONQUER 


Ground Sharing. 

Next, 1 spoke to Club President, Lance Cochran. He confirmed that the players 
weren't being paid for their efforts. “They’re contracted, but not paid. We want 
to change that in the long run, but at the moment we just can’t afford it”. It’s one 
of a number of planned long-term changes, such as a full time administrator. All 
office bearers are currently part time, and despite their enthusiasm and willing- 
ness to put in the effort, they realise that eventually someone in a full time posi- 
tion will be required, They also want to have their own ground, and be generat- 
ing their own income. In the present ground sharing arrangement, funds are ad- 
ministered for both clubs by the Gold Park Trust. On the playing side, the club 
still has just the three senior teams playing in the XXXX set-up (plus two wom- 
en’s teams), and no juniors. Long term, the plan is to develop a substantial junior 
player base. “We’re not finished yet, getting into the XXXX is just the start. We 
still have a lot of work to do. There’s no definite time scale so far, but we’re 
developing a five-year plan. We all have to know where we’re going, and when 
we plan to get there”. 


He also told me that the official club name had recently been changed. To reflect 
their association with the wider area, rather than just Toowoomba, their full title 
is now South West Queensland Toowoomba United Soccer Club-1 think. No 
wonder they prefer to be known as the Raiders! 


Raiders versus Knights. 

By now, the game was about to start. Exchanging notebook for camera, I headed 
off behind the goal that the home team were attacking. I was soon joined by a 
cameraman from the Channel 9/WIN local station. For a while Toowoomba 
buzzed around the visitors’ goal, obviously up for the occasion. It seemed to be 
all adrenalin and little method, though, and little in the way of worthwhile scor- 
ing attempts was created. One long range, inswinging free kick from wide on the 
left, possibly a misdirected cross, evaded everyone including Knights keeper, 
Sam Ferguson, but drifted wide of the farr post. Otherwise the Knights defence 
coped fairly comfortably with the Raiders’ efforts. 


Then, after 13 minutes, the visitors went ahead. Some good work down the left 
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18 very positive, thinks it’s an excellent idea, and that all (jh. 
local clubs should be supportive of the concept. We'r» 
also looking into the idea of our two clubs promoting evenis 


together”. 
by Clint Scott seemed to have come to nought, as 


Toowoomba looked to have snuffed out the danger. How- ponewed vigour. . 
ever Knights won the ball back, and it was played to no. 13, 1 don't know what the two coaches said, or what went inio 
Drinkeld, on the other side of the penalty area. Taking ad- tne half time refreshments, but we were treated to an en. 
vantage of some slack marking, he drove a low angled shot tirely different second half. Both teams went at it, and 
into the farr comer of the net. occasionally each other, like hammer and tongs, 
Toowoomba obviously wanted to take something from their 
That seemed to knock the stuffing out of Toowoomba, their ¢e¢ xX XX League game, and give their fans hope for the 
efforts now looking half-hearted in comparison to the open rest of the season. However Knights had the points with 
ing minutes. Knights, for their part, didn’t seem too fussed 2 result the way it was, and had no intention of giving 
about adding to their score, as if one would do for now. The jpom up lightly. While not always pretty, the second 45 
rest of the half, then, didn’t provide much excitement. About minutes were a lot more interesting than the first, and there 
midway through, Knights’ Peter Hinks picked up a yellow \ere moments when skillful football also shone through, 
card for a fierce challenge. Coach Frank Pimblett didn’t 
look impressed, but I thought the ref got it right. John Clark 4 imost immediately, Scott received a yellow card for a 
had a couple of chances for the visitors, keeper Trevor tackle from behind, which set the scene for much of what 
Gilliland saved bravely at his feet, then he shot wildly over ¢,jigwed. Clark’s tuck was still out in front of goal, tum- 
from a good position. And as the half drew to a close, Raid- ing his marker to get in a shot from the edge of the area, 
ers' Ashley Fox earned himself a yellow card for jumping ty it was deflected over. Things were starting to get heated, 
into the back of an opponent; again, he could have no com- 44 much of the action was off the ball as tempers frayed, 
plaints. The referee had to step in to separate the two protagonists 
after a scuffle by one of the comer flags. 
Marketing and sponsorship. 
At half time, I chatted to Narelle Hyslop. Being responsible Shortly after, Knights’ David Guest floored an opponent 
for marketing and sponsorship, I asked her about the club’s by charging him heavily in the back. The Toowoomba 
relationship with the local community and the media. She player was quickly back on his feet, looking at extracting 
told me they were really happy with the level of support fi, own revenge. Referee Brendan Carius was quickly on 
from both. The tum out for the day’s game, for example, the scene, yellow card in hand, intending to sort the situn- 
estimated at around the 450-500 mark. “It's much better tion out. However, he was soon caught in the middle of a 
than normal. In semi-pro, we’d be pushing for 100 on @ melee as about a dozen players joined him, all with the 
good day. We did expect more than that today, but not to came intention. For the most part, it was push-and-shove, 
this extent, it’s excellent. We'd only get more than this for 71. waving and voices raised, but I did notice two play- 
the rep games against the likes of Auckland”. ers exchanging more than pleasantries as they shook each 
other warmly by the throat. Amid much whistle blowing, 
And the media-was the presence of the television camera a pain was eventually restored, the players dispersed, and 
novelty? “No, it’s a regular occurrence. They’ ve been at al- Mr. Carius got the chance to use his yellow card, Guest 
most every home game since the new club started, and we oq Raiders’ Ken Duncan the recipients. 
get a spot on the local sports news. Last season, we were the 
only local code doing well, so we probably got more atten- 4 few minutes later, team mate Brent Hyslop joined them, 
tion than usual. The local newspaper, the Chronicle, is also .ovthing into Ken Caldwell in an incident that strongly 
very good. They speak to Gary regularly, get his views on resembled retribution, although for what exactly I'm not 
how the team is going, and they generally have match re- sure. Thereafter, some order returned to the proceedings, 
ports or previews in there”. and football came to the fore. Scott fired narrowly over 
from the edge of the penalty area after Raiders defence 
I touched briefly on whether there were any lingering doubts .outdn’t properly clear a comer. At the other end, substi- 
about the need for the new club, among the Willowbum jite Jason Bosward rifled in a 20-odd yard effort which 
and St. Albans die-hards. She admitted it wasn’t exactly gay, just wide with Ferguson beaten. 
plain sailing to begin with, but that had quickly changed 
with the success of the team. Among the crowd in the stand peter McKendrick went close twice in quick succession 
was the St. Albans vice-president, Russell Franke. “He’s for K nights. His first shot from the edge of the area was 
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shade too high, then he sent another from similar distance 19 | 
inches wide of the post. Raiders were still in the hunt, 
Cameron Williams ending a good run with a low left foot 
shot which brought Ferguson to his knees to save. 


at this level”. 
With about seven minutes of normal time remaining, 
Knights doubled their advantage. Peter Vogler rose un- He admits the team is probably not up to XXXX standard 
challenged from a comer to head the ball powerfully down yet, “It’s actually come as a bit of a shock, as we didn’t 
and into the net. The Raiders weren’t giving up yet, and a expect to be accepted, and we all know we’re only in be- 
right wing cross put Ferguson under pressure. After do- cause Beenleigh had to pull out, It was a bit late to organ- 
ing well to hold the ball, he was bundled into the net by ise properly, so in that sense it’s a bit disappointing, but 
the combined attention of two Toowoomba players. The we weren’t about to turn the chance down as it might 
“goal” didn’t count, of course, and led to another brief never come again. So it’s been a bit rushed, we’re short 
confrontation. However the players involved quickly lost on fitness and preparation and playing catch up right from 
interest, realising there was no point at this late stage of the start.” | 
the game. H 
The squad which will tackle their first season in XXXX 
Almost immediately, the game was killed off as Knights League is basically the same one that got them there. The 
went straight down the field and added their third. only new arrival since last season is Ken Duncan, ex- 
McKendrick was the architect, feeding an inch perfect Willowburn, back after a couple of years out of the game. 
pass inside the full back into the path of Andre Gacesa, They’re also looking at Miraslav Unipak, a Yugoslav who 
who calmly curled it beyond Gilliland from around 15 has played for Blacktown and the NSWIS, and is now 
yards. Hyslop had a chance of a consolation in the dying doing a degree course at the University of Southern 
moments, but shot weakly at the keeper, and substitute Queensland. “People have been asking me if we'd be sign- 
Craig McConnell picked up a needless yellow card for ing new players, but why would we? We’re happy with 
carrying on a dispute with the referee for far too long. _ the ones we’ve got. They realise they’ll have to put in a 
little bit more at training and on the field than before. But 
Disappointment. they’re a great bunch of players, and we also have a great 
So the Raider’s first foray into XXXX League football committee. We're all in it for the long haul, and we’re 
ended in a disappointing 3-0 defeat. After the game, I hopeful and confident we can make the grade”, 
took the chance to catch up with coach, Gary Scott. He’s 
been a fixture in the area for a number of years now, start- Only way is up. 
ing at Willowburn in 1982. From there, he moved to ri- If enthusiasm is anything to go by, I think they will. They 
vals St. Albans in 1990, before taking over the reigns at deserve to. Although not professional in the strictest sense 
the new club on its formation. When speaking to him a of the word, they are certainly professional in terms of 
few weeks previously, for the XXXX preview in TFP28, their outlook and organisation. On the field, there is some 
he’d been excited at the prospect of his first taste of XXXX catching up to do, but they realise that and are prepared 
football. They had just played Lions in the Silver Boot, to work at it. I felt that Knights deserved their victory, 
going down narrowly by 2-1. Only Lions superior fitness although maybe not by three goals, and Toowoomba didn’t 
and pace was the difference, he felt. He also pointed to look out of place at this level. 1 don’t think they’Il make 
last year’s Queensland Cup as proof that his side could the top four at the first time of asking, but they are capa- 
compete at that level. Rochedale Rovers made the trip up ble of taking points off those teams who do. 
the range, and only just escaped with a 2-1 win in sudden 
death extra time. So even from their lofty position on top of the range, the 


, ____ only way is up for the Toowoomba Raiders. 
i was philosophical about the result. “They’re a litle (Many thanks to all those involved at 
it down after that, but it’s only to be expected. It’s all 7 i i Bee 
part of the learning curve. There was no need to motivate Joowoomba for their assistance in writing 
them for this one, they couldn’t wait to get out there, and this article. We also acknowledge the 
we ran all over them in the first 15 minutes. Then we lost Toowoomba Raiders web site as a source of 


a silly goal, from our point of view, and maybe the heads + fase . , 
went down a bit. I’ve told them we can’t afford defensive ncn’ of the inf ormation used. It’s well worth 


errors in XXXX League. You often get away with it in @ Visit at 
semi-pro, but not here, and it’s difficult chasing the game WWW.users. bigpond.com/aysena/raiders) 
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My Blue Heaven Another independent fanzine has appeared! This one represents the views of some 
Carlton fans. It’s not a bad read. Issue 1 was a toe in the water job whilst issue 2 had doubled in size to 16 
pages. The articles are varied although some of the language is a little “blue” which is probably unnecessary 
and could put off some potential readers. One feature looked at the ABC Tv coverage and wondered Why 
Alan Hunter got the special comments job. He is someone who has nothing to say and says it endlessly 
according to the writer, a Mr Mean. So I listened to the ABC coverage, and I could understand at times what 
he meant. That aside, I am sure it will grow in stature. If you want to get further copies, write to MBH, PO 
Box 13078, Law Courts, Melbourne VIC 3000. 


Review Time! 


Programmes With the new local season about to start, I was wondering what offerings there might be 
from the local clubs in the way of matchday programmes. Last years programmes might give us a clue and 
will act as a guide for the 1999 season. 


Brisbane City ‘Out of the Blue” is the title of this ‘newsletter’. It is an A4 page folded and gives the squad 
line ups and reports on recent games inside. The editorial is brief and overall the issue lacks substance and 
variety. Will we see an improvement this year????? 


Gold Coast City A bright yellow cover with blue and yellow pages inside (12 pages in all) and quite well 
presented. The particular issue reviewed doesn’t have anything about the match in question, but does give 
good profiles to introduce the team to the fans. Team squads - including reserves, colours and KO times are 


Taringa Rovers Another A4 page folded. Neat and with 1* team squads given. Also mentions next home 
match - something which others could well think about including. Coach’s Comments fill up page 2 and 
that’s your lot. Basic. Would be nice to see a club of Taringa’s standing be a bit more innovative in 1999, 


Wynnum District This one isn’t too bad at all. Some thought has gone into the layout and the variety of 
articles. Even the club Chaplain gets a page! 12 pages with a yellow cover. Even has staples! What more 
could a fan want? I hope they continue the progress in 1999. 


i i i i i i inue to put out a pro- 
Beenleigh Whilst they have taken a voluntary relegation, time will tell if they continue 
gramme this year. 8 pages with a green cover in ’98 (and a staple), but contents lacked effort. One page 
devoted to copies of newspaper reports. What will 1999 bring????? 


Rochedale Rovers A 28 page issue with yellow cover - green print (and a staple!) that has plenty to read to 
keep you going. There’s about a dozen articles and reports. Hard to improve (apart from the layout) and hard 
to beat for top slot! 


So there you have it. Will we see Toowoomba, Bundaberg, Mt Gravatt, Ipswich Knights and Brisbane ae 
reviewed this year. I hope so. All the above clubs are to be congratulated for making an effort in 1998. a 
forward to seeing your efforts in 1999. If you want your programme / newsletter reviewed in 1999, send lo 
PO Box 5155, Alexandra Hills, QLD 4161. 


Ewen Anderson 
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Che Top 100 
by Paul Harley 
The Courier-Mail recently compiled a list of Queensland’s top 100 sporting heroes since the Second 
World War. A panel of five judges, ex-sporting stars and media representatives (one qualified in both 


categories), was given a list of 130 Queensland athletes, and asked to rate them 1-100 on what they had 


achieved on the sporting field, plus their influence on Queensland and sport. The scores were then added 
and averaged. 


Frank Farina was ranked at no. 77. 


Now, any attempt at lists or rankings of this sort is always going to be purely subjective. It depends 
purely on individual tastes, opinions, perceptions, preferences...And it’s bad enough if only a single 
sport is involved. Was Cruyff better than Best? How would di Stefano compare to Maradona? Open it up 


to encompass ALL sports, and you'll have a range of opinions as wide as the gaps in the Spirit defence at 
Suncorp last month. 


However, even allowing for all that, can YOU name 76 Queensland sporting stars who have achieved 
more, or had a greater influence on the state, than Frank Farina? No, me neither. It just goes to show that, 
despite THAT great day in May 1997, the profile of the game in Queensland (and more than likely the 


rest of the country) among the non-footballing population is still so low, it could walk upright under a 
dachshund. 


For the record, the judges for this exercise were; 


Wilma Shakespear, ex-Australian netball player and coach (World Champion as both), now director of 
the QAS. 


Professor Max Howell, former Wallaby centre, Foundation Chair of Human Movement Studies at UQ, 
and noted sports author. 


Harry Gordon, journalist and newspaper executive, Australia’s greatest expert on the Olympics having 
covered seven Games and author of the book, Australia and the Olympic Games. 


Lawrie Kavanagh, long time rugby league editor of “everything for Soccer”, devoted supporter of 
surfing and beating NSW at anything. 


Neil Breen, “Everything for Soccer” sports editor and former first grade rugby union player. 
And the top 100? Well..... do you really care ? 


— «Strikers Mailing List 


To join the list, send an Email to : listserver@isfa2.com 
with this message in the body, leaving the subject blank : join brisbane 
To unsubscribe send the message : leave brisbane 
To subscribe to the digest version send the message : digest brisbane 
Once you are subscribed just send in a mail introducing yourself to the 
list with any comments you might have to : brisbane@isfa2.com 
Thanks to ISFA for hosting this FREE Soccer Mailing List 
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Jock was There! 
By Ewen Anderson 


Jock was there. But where? Jock recalled back in issue 21 the night he stood 
. | on the terraces at Hampden Park, Glasgow, and watched the mighty Real 

| Madrid thrash the best that West Germany had to offer. Eintracht Frankfurt 
were Real’s-opponents in the fifth European Cup Final in what the pro- 
| gramme predicted ‘could become one of the most captivating and fascinating 
} ever witnessed’. How right that prediction was! 


| To help the recollection of such a Grand game, we are going to have a look 

| at the programme for that final. It was May 18", 1960. Kick off time was 
7.30 pm. The first thing that captured my eye when I tumed the page was the 
mention of Australia! Of course many years later, there became another 
Australian link to this final as Ferenc Puskas of Real coached South Melboume in the NSL. The Scots 
were disappointed that there wasn’t a Scottish team in the final as it was being staged at Hampden. But 
there was! The officials were all Scottish! The referee was a JA Mowat from Rutherglen and the 
linesmen (remember that word?) were D Kyle and J Fulton from Glasgow and Edinburgh respectively, 


The programine is a traditional issue from Scotland for that era. Most of the programme is in three 
languages. German, Spanish and English. Robert Kelly, SFA President, begins his welcome with “No 
matter where the voice of football is heard, be it in the backwoods of Australia, the scorching fields of 
South America...... ”, Kelly was convinced that the Scottish majority in the crowd would pay homage 
to the skill that would be revealed. How right he was. The Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders band 
provided the pre match entertainment. Goodness knows what the German fans thought of the number 
“The Kilt is my Delight”, or the Spanish fans of “Because he was a Bonnie Lad”. 


The German team is made up entirely of Germans. There are no names which mean anything to me, but 
for those ‘that were there’, some of them are Loy, Lutz, Pfaff, Weilbacher, Eigenbrodt and the unfortu- 
nately named Stinka. A full page aerial photo of the Eintracht stadium makes it appear to be right in 
the middle of a forest. Ebbe Schwartz, UEFA President then has a chat in three languages. The 
centre pages give the team line ups and the Lord Provost of Glasgow demonstrates her linguistic skills 
with a message. The Real squad is introduced with pen pictures and already the influence of the best 
imported players in the Spanish team is there for all to see. An Argentinian, a Uruguayan, an Hungar- 
ian and a ‘South American’ in ‘keeper Domiriguez. Others included Gento, Di Stefano, Vidal, 
Santamaria and Del Sol. 


Over the page an aerial shot of Real’s home ground, possibly not called the Bernabeu at that stage as 
the man himself was the club’s president. Over the page there is a small editorial which recalls each 
club’s pedigree in the competition. In the case of the Germans, it was their first entry to the premier 
European Club competition. Finally, on the back page, an advert from Sellyn’s reminds you that back 
in 1960 you could buy a suit for £8/19/6 ($18), a raincoat for £6/19/6 ($14) and dresses from 45/- 
($4.50). 


Perhaps not a brilliant programme compared with today’s glossy issues, but what an historical issue 
that brings back memories. Would have to be worth ‘a bob’ (10 cents) or two as well! 
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QUEENSLAND CHRISTIAN SOCCER ASSOCIATION 
BY EWEN ANDERSON 


Sometimes it’s a bit hard to get the complete picture on what is happening in soccer. It may interest readers 
jo know that the QSF is not the only body that controls the game in this state. The Queensland Christian 
Soccer Association runs a very large competition and they have a very interesting newsletter called ‘The 
Score’. We acknowledge the support of the QCSA in putting this article together. 


Founded some 28 odd years ago, a group of people from different communities and denominations got 
logether and formed an association that would influence how people lived their lives both in the present and 
lhe future. The common goal was to provide a vehicle that would allow for children to experience and adopt 


\ worthwhile values. One issue that still exists with the Brisbane based QSF run competition is that teams 


might play on a Saturday or Sunday. The new association, which started life as the “Queensland Churches 
Soccer Football Association BID”, aimed to give players and their families the chance to play on Saturday. it 
eft Sundays free for family activities and worship. 


fhe inaugural clubs, (there were just six), were Blackstone Welsh (Ipswich), Bundamba Salvation Army, St. 

Pauls, Nundah Wavell, Salisbury Baptist and another Salvation Amny side from Brisbane. It didn’t take long 

lor the competition to double in size. All the initial games were played at Sunnybank State School, and the 

yenue was used for all State Titles and Grand Finals until very recently. These days the playing membership 
'$ around 7,000. That's a pretty enviable number. Now there is no reason why the QCSA cannot live side by 
tide with other similarly focussed bodies including the QSF. As | researched further information about the 
QCSA, | came across a story that quite amazed me. Certainly the comments that follow are reported from 
fhe QCSA viewpoint but it still makes for interesting reading. 


Soccer on the Sunshine Coast sees the Sunshine Coast Church Soccer Assn., (SCCSA), running a strong 
{1,500 member as it was), competition. The Sunshine Coast (QSF) association also existed. In order to 
wovide a wider playing option for the church players, talks were started to see if a comfortable middle 
ground could be found to merge both associations. The QUSC/QSF were seen by SCCSA as adopting 
ixtremely distasteful tactics, which were nothing short of victimisation. Meetings took place over a 12 month 
|feriod and in the eyes of the SCCSA they were ‘bullied, badgered, coerced, charmed, manipulated, 
feceived etc’ as they tried to work towards a common goal. It seems the SCCSA had by far the greater 
jumber of players and the QJSC was keen to grow through acquisition. SCCSA felt that they weren't taken 
seriously and would be swept under the carpet and their children would be brainwashed into believing that 
he QSF, (The Feds as they called them), was the only way to go. The QSF needed the SCCSA numbers to 
brm a new constitution, but it seems on their terms. The head of the QSF is alleged to have ‘threatened’ 
Sunshine Coast Churches, ‘comply or not — anything you apply to do in Queensland comes across my desk 
br a tick of acceptance and I will make sure it goes in the rubbish bin’. 


ithen appears that SCCSA became affiliated with Wide Bay (QSF) which earned the wrath of the QJSC 
iho gave the Wide Bay committee a piece of their mind, which cascaded onto the SCCSA. The QJSC is 
ileged to have instructed Wide Bay to disaffiliate Churches or be disaffiliated themselves from QUSC and 
he QSF. SCCSA withdrew from Wide Bay to keep the peace. SCCSA children were banned from Wide Bay 
hep. Teams and the future looked a bit grim. Finally, SCCSA regrouped under the QCSA and now boast a 
laying strength of some 1,800. 


(ne of the goals of the merger talks from the SCCSA was to ensure that their teams did not have to pay the 
‘vel of costs that were imposed on QSF orientated clubs. SCCSA felt they were horrendously high. They 
iso didn’t want to lose sight of their overall goal of ‘providing a fair, Christian, sportingly correct and 
‘tonomical avenue for the children and families’. They believe that the QJSC/QSF/Local Federation wanted 
® merge the ‘Christian rogue group’ and the preferred ‘Federation’ because of numbers. ‘The Feds’ wanted 
he 1,500 players on the books of SCCSA. 
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At the end of the day, | thought to myself that the focus was all wrong here. Soccer Shins call 
it what you like, is supposed to be a simple game. When the administrators want to ta i e sail 

limelight, there is a problem. Fortunately the SCCSA found a new umbrella under which to 7 : 
(Should the QSF wish to respond to put their side of the story through these pages, we woul 


welcome their input). 


i i i i {though there are many versions 
Futsal is the only FIFA recognised version of the indoor game, a / 
which have been around a lot longer. QCSA linked up with Queensland Futsal to organise a " 
summer competition. So there is the proof that two organisations can work hand in hand to achieve 


acommon goal. 


As with all such bodies, fundraising is always to the fore of the agenda. An unusual record ete 
was made last year to create a huge paper chain. They claim to have failed in their goal but stil 
achieved a ‘seasonally adjusted’ (as the government would put it) record of a 24 kilometre paper 


chain. Now that is some going! | am impressed. 


The more | have read about and looked into QCSA, the more | realise that they play a huge part in 
developing the game for many players in their communities. 


QCSA is to be congratulated on growing the code through their determined efforts onal ants is 
looking for a game where perhaps they are only able to commit themselves to a Satur oe oe 
and value Sunday as a day for the family and worship, then contact the Executive os i ee - 
Briggs, PO Box 1361, Springwood QLD 4127. (The phone number is 3219 0922). For those 
access to the Internet, the web address is www.fan.net.au/-rmeglinn. 


Soccer Team Photographs 


We specialise in team photographs for junior and senior teams for 
soccer and other sports. 


Contact... 


Paul Harley, Photographer. 
Telephone 3857 2951 
or 
Email 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 
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Questions will be asked in the house... | 25 


by Tony Moran 


A new year brings with it a new enthusiasm for the local season ahead. The player and coaching merry- 
go-round has usually settled down for another twelve months, and with most of the hard work of pre- 
season training over, there’s only one thing to look forward to — the first league fixture. 


For North Star Soccer Club, the new season has brought more than a hint of enthusiasm. Ex-Mount 
Gravatt coach, Steve Faulkner, is on board for 1999, and for their season launch he helped organise a quiz 


night, to which he invited the TFP team. 


_ On Friday 19" February, we joined fifteen other teams to answer questions on everything from soccer to 


science. The Quizmaster for the evening was club Vice-President Mal Beveridge, and as the evening wore 


on, and the XXXX (Gold, of course, as they had a game the next day) took effect, his attempts to keep 


order became more and more futile. 


In the end, however, order did prevail and the answering 
of questions was interspersed with games of heads and 
tails, and #.“Howard Hughes” round, when contestants 
were asked to make paper planes. A twenty cent “launching 
fee” was imposed to enter the competition to see whose 
effort could glide the furthest. There were some pretty 
woeful efforts, and let’s just hope that nobody at the club 
works at Boeing or Qantas — but ten out of ten for 
innovation, whoever had the idea in the first place. 


It was after eleven when we finally got away, and way 
past my bedtime, but a great night was had by all, and I’m 
| sure that the club managed to raise some much needed 
funds in the process. Steve is an avid football reader, and 
he boasts quite a few copies of TFP in his collection. We 
wish him and his charges all the best for the season, and 
will look out for their results as the season progresses. 


Some of the questions... 

1. Name one of the two Australian state 

capitais, not named after a person ? 

Who won the FA Cup in 1950 playing all 

their games in London ? 

3. How many hearts has an octopus ? 

4, Which club first took Eric Cantona to 
England ? 

|5. Which current international footballer started 

| his career at North Star Soccer Club ? 

‘je on page 29 


Ld 


Brockwell Returns 


One of the players that North Star will be 
relying on quite heavily this season, will be 
Michael Brockwell. The return of the ex- 
Lions star has been a big boost for the club, 
and with some of the other players that 
they’ve picked up lately, they have high 
hopes for the year ahead. 


Joining Brockwell, are ex-Mount Gravatt 
players, Stuart Collins and Euan Fisher. 
Collins, of course, was also a Premier League 
player with Taringa, and Euan Fisher has 
joined up with Faulkner after a trip to 
Europe, and a short stint with University last 
season. Aaron Bakker and Jonathan Richter 
are both starting the season with North Star 
before heading over to the UK for trials with 
Charlton Athletic in June. Steve has also told 
us to keep an eye on Nathan Worling, who is 
only 17, and Andy Warrick, as they have also 
impressed in pre-season training, 


North Stars pre-season record... 
Acacia Ridge — Won 4-2 

Inala City —- Drew 1-1 

Buderim — Won 8-0 

Wynnum — Won 5-1 

Beenleigh — Won 4-2 
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“A Bad Day at the Office... Then two from, Hell” 


by Steve Cooper 


Another bad day at the office for Robbie. 


» Due to work and life commitments, my appearances at 


Suncorp this season have been pretty pathetic, so | 
grabbed the chance to get to the Northern Spirit game, 
even dragging the whole family with me ! 


With the Strikers hitting some form - 4 wins from ihe 
last 5 games - they had climbed to be in contention for 
the top 6. The Spirit were firmly in there, having 
developed well for a new team in the league this 
season, and they were in form too, with 5 wins out of 
the last 7 games. I was interested to see how different 
they were from when I’d seen them lose 2 - 0 in Perth 
early in the season. You could see the potential then, 
but the team understanding was lacking. 


Well, what a game to choose to return to:‘Suncorp ! 
The first half lived up to the billing as two well 
organised defences dealt with any threats and the 
game was dulled for it. Much hard work by the 
Strikers, who had the better of the half, but few 
chances. For the Spirit, Slater was his usual driving 
force, despite all the ribbing from the stand ! A more 
passionate and fired up player would be hard to find ! 
Then Tollenaere’s goal late in the half relieved the 
stalemate and promised of a livelier second half. 


And what a second half! My daughters were dancing on the seats as the Strikers tore the Spirit’s 
defence apart in a 15 minute purple patch, brought on by commitment and determination by all the 


players. A couple of the goals, Laybutt’s and Meredith’s, came from battling for the ball after chances 


had appeared to have gone and not giving up - a great change from earlier in the season and a good 
lesson for the youngsters watching. The Spirit didn’t know what had hit them, but still managed to 
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and the Spirit attract big crowds in such conditions - maybe the message will finally get through to 
the Strikers board ! 


It was a very warm and humid day which would test the players, and the game started out much as 
had the Strikers game, pretty solid and dull, as both teams tested the other. The Spirit had obvi- 
ously recovered their composure and shape after the previous week, although it was noticeable 
that Arnold was playing in his sweeper’s role this game, rather than up front. Slater was the out- 
and-out striker, as he had been in Brisbane, where his driving force is dulled a little, but is made 
up for in work rate ! 


How fit is this guy ?!!. Even though he is coming to the end of his career, he is still an outstanding 
player in the Ericsson league. I guess it’s also a measure of the standard of the European leagues, 
that when players have finished their careers there, they can come here and still shine, and pass on 
their knowledge and enthusiasm to the next generation. 


Back at the game, a Lapsanky bullet shot from twenty metres out gave Carlton the lead mid way 
through the half and came from nothing, but led to Carlton having the better of the half. The Spirit 
were not really firing up front and the introduction of Clayton Zane was not greeted with much 
enthusiasm by my cousin ! A tall striker, bought to do just that, hadn’t yet scored for the Spirit ( 
now why is this familiar ?!! ) and a couple of wild strikes in good positions indicated that nothing 
was going to change today ! Despite this, a late half equaliser did come via a farr post header 
from Amold, finishing off a good move down the left . 


Second half, and the Spirit were firing ! They started playing good flowing football, and that man 
Zane was working hard down the right, where his long stride and pace proved effective. Indeed, 
his battling and speed set up the second goal finished by Slater, and he played a part in their well 
worked third for Marusic. In the end a good, solid home win for the Spirit to put them back on 
course. 


As we left the ground, I was saying how a draw would have been a better result to help Brisbane ! 
Little did I know then what was happening in Perth ! The Strikers would need more than a draw 


t {! 

rally for a late goal by Arnold. alii deat 

| “A bad day at the office” was how Graham Amold summed up the Brisbane match, and two weeks 
on that proves to be the case. Following the 3 -1 win over Carlton, they have followed up with a Ny 
3 -2 win over Melbourne Knights and sit firmly in 4" place. 


My next trip on business had me in Sydney the following weekend, a perfect chance to visit the Spirit 
on their home ground at North Sydney Oval against Carlton. My cousin (a West Ham man for life of 
course, in the family tradition !) had adopted the Spirit this season, being his local team. So of course, | 
roll in crowing of how the Strikers had annihilated the Spirit 5 - 1 and how we’re on the way up ! It was 
also a chance to check out Carlton ahead of their up-coming game against the Strikers. 


And the Strikers ? I haven’t seen such results since West Ham in the Seventies ! Build up your 

hopes just to smash them on the rocks of frustration and despair ! To follow up with a 6 - 0 and 

The game had been switched from the usual Friday night slot to Sunday afternoon, as the TV game, and | then a 5 - 2 defeat is not top 6 form, especially for what had been a reasonably solid defence ! 
ffered accordingly, down to around 9,500 from their average 15,000. However, the _ : . . . 

pena ea still pretty aad in what is another perfect ground for Football, as I had found in Perth, A top 6 finish Is HOt out of the question, especially with the teams left to play this season, but the 

The crowd was spread all around the ground, with the Doug Walters Hill proving to be the “home” end | Strikers will have to win just about every game to stand a realistic chance. Let’s hope they’ve left 


and very vocal ! All stands had a good and close view of the action. It’s no coincidence that both Perth | the “office.from Hell” ! | 


re a “ ~ 
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28 Letters to The Cditor 


(First, a fax sent by Mike Parker to the C ourier-Mail.) 


(Next, support from the general public just 
keeps on growing for TFP) 


February 12th 1999. 


Dear TFP, 

Have read two issues of your mag. I’m most 
impressed with the amount of content. Makes 
me think why I’ve wasted my time and money 
buying Go Soccer (Eye on Soccer) ll these 
years. I have been a keen follower of soccer in 
Brisbane and played here virtually all my life. 
I’m now aged 35 and still play competitively. 
There are numerous things that bug me about 
the QSF. One of those things is how they ran 
such a tight fisted organisation. For instance, 
over the years at Perry Park why they only had 
one toilet block to cater for thousands of 
people who attended matches whilst the 
Strikers were playing there defies description. 
Also, I don’t like their poor speaker system. 
Why didn’t they get a young up and coming 
singer from around Brisbane to sing for next to 
nothing? That would have added to the 
excitement and pageantry of the occasions 
when the Strikers played. 


Dear Mike, 


I read with great interest last Saturdays article “Soccer the 
sleeping giant.” 

In the 1960’s as an active player I stood with 30,000 odd 
supporters at the old Sydney Sports Ground and watched 
Apia and South Coast United play a memorable grand final. 
I truly believed that football (soccer) had arrived as an ac- 
ceptable sport to stand alongside AFL, League and Union. 


In 1999 and still an active supporter of the world game [ am 
still patiently waiting. 


I believe there are many factors for the lack of acceptance 
and 1 don’t want to bore you with all that but one factor that 
constantly frustrates me is the lack of media support. 


Ispend much time especially on weekends watching TV and 
listening to radio for results-most times I am unrewarded. 
On the day you wrote the article we had one single column 
previewing the Strikers v Northern Spirit game to be played 
that night. On the same page a not particularly attractive 
photograph of Rugby Leagues Mark Murray took up 5 col- 
umns of space. In todays Courier Mail only 2 days before 
the important away game against Perth we find just 3 lines - 


yes ! 3 lines on the Strikers. On a positive note, it’s great to see the Strikers 


doing so well. All credit to the players and the 
coaching staff for the excellent effort they’ve 
put in. 

By the way, your comments about Chris 
Zoricich are spot on!!! Great defender but he 
shouldn’t try so many hopeful long balls that 
only concede possession. 

Pleased to see so many young players in the 
side, Can’t see room to bring back some of the 
name players who I’ve felt have gone missing 
at times, ie Cranney and Harper. Cranney 


Here in lies a major problem - lack of media support and 
vested interest are helping keep a cap on soccer's growth. 
This season Soccer Australia presented Channel 7 with cov- 
erage rights. They in turn flick-passed to the ABC and we 
have abysmal coverage. Frankly it’s a disgrace. But the ad- 
ministrators and media go merrily on their way. 


Could you please have a quiet word with Rupert - he virtu- 
ally owns football in the UK and he might just see the poten- 
tial of this sport down under ! 


Yours in sport might have speed but never utilises it to his full 
Mike Parker potential. At least young Des Hughes is 
Auchenflower prepared to run wide and carry defenders with 


him. J also like the way (like Cranney used to 
do ) that he runs at defenders and cuts the ball 


PS .] hope you saw and enjoyed the match against Northem 
across the goal mouth. 


Spirit .You would no doubt have been impressed by the en- 
thusiasm from both players and supporters. 


The Farr Post 


When selling your mag, it would be nice to see 
you and your mates wear something that 
identifies you as a representative of The Farr 
Post (perhaps wear a reflective bib??). That’s 
about all. Go the Strikers and go The Farr 


Roscoe (geethevee’s mate!!!) 

Ps. What a great game by Steve Laybutt last 
week. What a skilful player he is. Skill, 
confidence and competence in the air make him 
one of the stand out players on a weekly basis 
(for such a big man). 


Answers to the North Star quiz questions - 


Canberra or Perth 

Arsenal 

Three 

Sheffield Wednesday 

Ben Tune (but it depends on what your 
definition of a “footballer” is) 


yaw 


Subscriptions 

Why not subscribe to The Farr Post ? 

A twelve monthly subscription is a steal 

_at $25, and (due to a number of re- 
quests) six months will cost you $15. Fill 

in the form, and send it with a cheque 

to The Farr Post, PO Box 478, 


I enclose a cheque for 


Name 
Address 
Suburb 
State 


_The Farr Post - For Australians who care about football 


—I <3 Gi Gee me me Go ee 
—s= eee ee Ge oe oo 


payable to "Sports Print". 


Post Code 


(And finally a wee bitch from "Jock", who has 
been sadly silent of late - this should stir a few 
people up...) 


Dear sir 


A few months ago when Frank Farina was in the 
middle of his negotiations to leave the Strikers there 
was a lot of fuss being made about how Frank was 
letting Brisbane soccer and the Strikers down etc. ete. 


Frank was also quite vocal in his opinions that he 
would relish the offer of becoming the National Coach 
one day — on what basis I ask ?? because he was a 
fairly good player in his time?? Exactly the wrong 
reason for appointing a coach at any level. 


It was my opinion at the time and still is (Marconi will 
find out to their cost) that there was a blatant breach of 
contract between Frank and the Strikers and that was 
that it became very evident to anyone with some 
genuine soccer knowledge that — Frank Farina could 
not coach Soccer!! 


Isn’t the current playing pattem of Marconi (total 
confusion) familiar to Strikers fans?? it should be! 


My message to Strikers fans would be ~ It was a 
blessing in disguise the day Frank Farina left your club 
~ your chances for success in the future are currently 
in far better hands. 


pombe, QLD 4171. “Jock” 

l ' Please send mea (12 or 6) monthly subscription to The Farr Post. ~~ 
| Bene 4 
{ Starting with issue number (The March issue is number 29). 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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Now that the local season is under way, The Farr 
Pest can be obtained from the following clubs; 
Brisbane City. Chris Knight is in the office most 
aftemoons during the week. 

Brisbane Lions. Les Moodley is their full-time 
Marketing Manager 

Rochedale Rovers. Kieran Cooper combines 
training with helping to run the office. 


|FANZINES 


Studs Up. $3 to Kevin Christopher PO Box 53, 
Oakleigh South, Victoria, 3167. E-mail Kev at 
studsup@ozemail.com.au 


My Blue Heaven. The Carlton Soccer Club fanzine. 


Contact Sally Orpin at mbheaven@hotmail.com or 
PO Box 13078, Law courts, Melbourne Vic 3000. 
Sitter. A New Zealand fanzine. Contact Bruce 
Holloway, 11 Thomas Street, Hamilton, NZ. 


GPO News - GPO Lane (between Queen and 
Elizabeth Streets), The City. Open from 6am 
until 6pm. 

Bulimba News and Casket - 78 Oxford 
Street, Bulimba. 

Soccer World - 497 Lutwyche Road, 
Lutwyche. 


OTHER SERVICES 


Computer Systems and Software. 
E-mail: www.bunyip.net.au 

Or phone for a quote on 3264 2660 
Desktop Publishing, Web Page 
design. Contact Tony on 0411 367 
357 or at 

ajm@sportsprint.com.au 

FM88 Radio - 11.30 to 12 noon 
every Saturday morning, with 
Howard Warren. 

Photography - Paul Harley. Phone 
3857 2951 or at 
paulh@sportsprint.com.au 


The following clubs and organisations are supporting 
The Farr Post, so we urge you to support them too. 


On the net... 
The Farr Post is on the 
internet. 
Check us out at 

http:/ /www.sportsprin{t.com.au 

Local results service up- 

dated first thing Monday 

morning. 


Quote of the Month 
"There's no news, this week !" 


My New Years resolution 
lasted two months ... But] 
couldn't let this pearl of 
wisdom from TFP’s favour- 
ite supporter at Perry Park 
go unrewarded. 


The Farr Post 
PO Box 478, 
Bulimba, 
OLD 4171 


Free Car Stickers !!! 
We still have some of our free car stickers 
to give away. These were 
initially given away free 
with TFP 6, when we weil 
to colour. If anybody wants 
one, send a stamped self- 
addressed envelope to The 
Farr Post, and we'll get one 


out to you. 


The Farr Post 


be a long 
season... 
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comes early this year. 


The Sportsprint results service is 
only as good as you help us 
make it - so send in any results 
and news. We've started up 
again for this season, so check 
out local results on our internet 
web site... 


Apology ! 
in last months TFP we printed an arti- 
cle entitled "Stripped" by Paul Harley. 
As a postscript | added a personal com- 
ment, which may have been taken the 
| wrong way by one or two people. | have 
apologised to those concerned, and 
reiterate that they were my personal 
ones, and were not made by anybody 
involved with the article. 

Editor, Tony Moran. 


Next issue... 

Available at the Strikers home 
game against the Gippsland 
Falcons on 10th April 1999. 


Rochedale Rovers Soccer Club 


| ROVERS|* 
“WOCHEDALE ROVERS S.C. 1 
é EST, bees 


‘Win up to $10,000 in Gold Coin! '— 
Drawn 27th March. Ask at club for details. 


Queensland's most 
progressive soccer club! 


Restaurant & 
Function Rooms 


fhe ees eee es ee ee es 


' Members Draws 
| Courtesy Bus Starting Soon 
Fully Airconditioned 


Mini TAB & Keno 

_ 72 Pokies 

Bingo Tues/Wed/Fri 
Membership $6.00/year 


Pee eee ees 


| Live Entertainment | 


ee re 


Underwood Park 
Underwood Road 
Rochedale 
Phone 3841 0544 


The Independent Voice Of Football In Queensland 


Che Farr Post April 1999 


Number 30 $ 2 
Monthly | 


Back In Black ! 
Above, Kieran Cooper makes for goal, as the 
Brisbane City defence closes in. I think you'll 
agree that Paul Harley's shot would have much 
more attraction in colour. Alas, circumstances 
have dictated that TFP30 be produced in black 
and white. 

See centre pages for special announcement. 


Also... interview with 


Strikers play-off place 
goes down to the wire - 
match reports on page 4 
"Gabba, Gabba - Hey !" 


The Last Post ? ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Supporters Club Evening Brisbane Lions' coach, 
Letters to The Editor Miron Bleiberg - see page 8 | 
-+-and more ! "Football's not a matter of life or 
death, it's much more important 
Another 32 pages! than that.” 


The late, great Bill Shankly, 


